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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 1     

Chronological 
understanding 

 

Order some events they have learnt about from furthest away to most 
recent with increasing accuracy 

    

Know what a timeline is     

Recognise the difference between the past and the present.     

Place objects in order of age.     

Place objects or events in order on a time line.     

Beginning to make comparisons between areas of study     

Use artefacts, pictures, stories, the Internet and databases to investigate 
the past 

    

[S.S.C] Know some changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 

    

Vocabulary 
 

Beginning to use and remember names and places that link to areas of 
study 

    

Beginning to use simple words and phrases mostly accurately to indicate 
periods of time e.g.now, yesterday, last week, when I was younger, a 
long time ago, a very long time ago, before I was born, when my 
parents/carers were young. 

    

Retell stories about the past.     

Questioning 
 

Ask simple questions when they are unsure     

Accurately answer some questions verbally related to an area of study     

Describe the actions of people in the past.     

Knowledge Remember most key events about the areas they have studied     

Beginning to understand that they can find historical information in 
books 

    

[S.S.C] Know some events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 

    

[S.S.C] Know about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods  

    

[S.S.C] Know about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

    

Working towards ARE                                  
0-4 

Working at ARE   
5-14                     

Working at GD                      
15-19 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     
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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 2     

Chronological 
understanding 

 

Accurately order events they have learnt about from furthest away to 
most recent 

    

Draw timelines, beginning to place areas of study on them     

Compare areas of study, identifying similarities between them     

Compare areas of study, identifying differences between them     

Identify some of the different ways in which the past has been 
represented. 

    

Recognise that my life is different from the lives of people in the past.     

[S.S.C] Know some changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 

    

Vocabulary 
 

Remember and use a range of names and words specific to areas of study     

Use words and phrases accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long 
time ago, ancient, recently, when my parents/carers were children, 
decades centuries 

    

Questioning Ask simple questions to develop their understanding     

Accurately answer simple questions related to an area of study 
confidently 

    

Justify their answers using sources or stories     

Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they 
did. 

    

Knowledge Remember key events about the areas they have studied      

Begin to identify how we know about past events     

Begin to identify different representations of history e.g. books, visual 
clips, letters 

    

Use artefacts, pictures, stories, the Internet and databases to investigate 
the past. 

    

[S.S.C] Know some events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 

    

[S.S.C] Know about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods  

    

[S.S.C] Know about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

    

Working towards ARE                                  
0-4 

Working at ARE   
5-15                  

Working at GD                      
16-20 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     
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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 3     

Chronological 
understanding 
 

Developing their knowledge of chronology and can generally place 
periods of history they have learnt about accurately on a timeline 

    

Confidently make links between areas of history they have studied in Year 
3 and previously, identifying similarities between them 

    

Confidently make links between areas of history they have studied in Year 
3 and previously, identifying differences between them 

    

Identify some of the different ways in which the past has been 
represented.  

    

Place people and periods studied into different periods of time.     

Vocabulary 
 

Remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have 
studied in Year 3 as well as remembering a few names and words from 
previous study  

    

Beginning to use more specific words and phrases to indicate time, 
talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  

    

Beginning to learn a few words related to history in general as well as 
periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc 

    

Use dates and other historical vocabulary.     

Questioning 
 

Beginning to ask more in depth questions for their age to develop their 
understanding  

    

Answer questions accurately related to the area of study      

Use sources to justify their answers     

suggest causes and consequences of the main events and changes in 
history 

    

Knowledge Remember and describe a range of key facts and information from areas 
of study in Year 3 

    

Identify at least two ways we gather information      

Use at least one type of source of information confidently     

[S.S.C] Know about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age 

    

[S.S.C] Know about the Roman empire and its impact on Britain     

Working towards ARE                                  
0-4 

Working at ARE   
5-13                     

Working at GD                      
14-18 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     
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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 4     
Chronological 
understanding 
 

Becoming more secure in their knowledge of chronology and can place 
periods of history they have learnt about accurately on a timeline 

    

Confidently make links between areas of history they have studied, 
identifying similarities between them 

    

Confidently make links between areas of history they have studied, 
identifying differences between them 

    

Identify change and continuity within and across different periods.     

Identify where periods I have studied fit within a chronological 
framework. 

    

Vocabulary 
 

Remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have 
studied in Year 4 as well as remembering some names and words from 
previous study  

    

Generally use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, 
centuries, millennium etc.  

    

Understand a few words related to history in general as well as periods 
of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. 

    

Produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms.     

Questioning 
 

Ask questions to develop their understanding      

Beginning to challenge sources of information     

Beginning to show some organisation of information that is purposeful 
for responding to or asking questions 

    

When finding answers to historical questions, I use information as 
evidence to test hypotheses. 

    

Identify some causes and consequences of the main events and changes.     

Identify and describe different ways in which the past has been 
interpreted. 

    

Knowledge Remember and describe a range of key facts and information from areas 
of study in Year 4 and can remember a few facts from previous areas of 
study  

    

Beginning to understand how our knowledge of history is developed 
through a range of sources  

    

Use at least one type of source of information confidently and are 
beginning to use at least two different types of sources e.g. books, 
internet, visual clips 

    

[S.S.C] Know about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots     

[S.S.C] Know about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

    

Working towards ARE                                  
0-5 

Working at ARE   
6-14                     

Working at GD                      
15-20 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     
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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 5     
Chronological 
understanding 
 

Have a secure knowledge of chronology and are mostly accurately in placing a 
range of historical events from around the world on a timeline 

    

Draw their own timeline, generally producing accurate intervals and adding to it 
as they learn about new periods of history 

    

Compare historical periods, identifying similarities between them     

Compare historical periods, identifying differences between them      

Beginning to identify trends over time -recognise and describe change and 
continuity. 

    

Vocabulary 
 

Remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 5 
as well as remembering some names and words from previous study  

    

Use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, 
millennium etc. 

    

Understand some words related to history in general as well as periods of history 
e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. 

    

Select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical 
terminology to support and structure my work. 

    

Questioning 
 

Ask questions to develop their understanding      

Ask questions of what people have said     

Challenge sources of information      

Beginning to make purposeful selection about information they wish to include in 
responses 

    

Organise information purposefully when responding to or asking questions     

Suggest some reasons for different interpretations of the past.     

Recognise why some events, people and changes might be judged as more 
historically significant than others. 

    

Knowledge Remember and describe key facts and information from areas of study in Year 5 
and can remember information from previous areas of study  

    

Building their understanding of how our knowledge of history is developed, 
identifying how a range of sources build up our knowledge and understanding  

    

Access different sources, including using books, the internet, film clips and direct 
sources such as letters, diaries etc 

    

Investigate historical problems and issues.     

Evaluate sources to establish evidence for particular enquiries.     

Recognise and describe the nature and extent of diversity.     

 [S.S.C] Study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

    

 [S.S.C] Study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western 
world 

    

Working towards ARE                                  
0-7 

Working at ARE   
8-17                     

Working at GD                      
19-24 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     
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Assessment of Key Skills and Knowledge in History(Highlight for coverage Autumn, Spring, Summer. 

Assessment tick for attainment 4x chn representative of each ability group- SEN/WT/ARE/GD) 

*S.S.C-Statuatory subject content 

Year 6     
Chronological 
understanding 
 

Have a secure knowledge of chronology, accurately placing a range of historical 
events from around the world on a timeline 

    

Draw their own timeline, deciding on accurate intervals and adding to it as they 
learn about new periods of history 

    

Compare a range of historical periods, identifying a number of similarities 
between them and why this is 

    

Compare a range of historical periods, identifying differences between them      

Identify trends over time, identifying how ideas have been continued/ developed     

Vocabulary 
 

Remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have 
studied over the years 

    

Use a range of words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, 
centuries, millennium etc 

    

Understand a range of words related to history in general as well as periods of 
history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc 

    

Select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical 
terminology to support and structure my work. 

    

Questioning 
 

Ask a range of questions, creating questions that develop understanding about 
change, cause and significance 

    

Challenge sources, questioning the validity of these and whether they have been 
created for propaganda 

    

Purposefully select information when forming responses to questions     

Investigate historical problems and issues.     

Evaluate sources to establish evidence for particular enquiries.     

Suggest some reasons for different interpretations of the past.     

Pupils can organise information purposefully when responding to or asking 
questions 

    

Knowledge Have a wide ranging knowledge about historical events, from local history to 
world history  

    

Have a deep understanding of how our knowledge of history is developed, 
identifying how a range of sources build up our knowledge and understanding  

    

Access a wide range of sources, including using books, the internet, film clips 
and direct sources such as letters, diaries etc 

    

Recognise why some events, people and changes might be judged as more 
historically significant than others. 

    

[S.S.C] Know about an aspect of local history     

[S.S.C] Know about the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview 
of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of 
the following (Ancient Egypt) 

    

[S.S.C] Know about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history: Mayan civilization  

    

Working towards ARE                                  
0-6 

Working at ARE   

7-18                     

Working at GD                      
19-23 

Score: 
Autumn 

    

Spring     

Summer     

 


