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Woodlands Primary School 

Curriculum Statement  

The curriculum vision at Woodlands Primary School is based around using creative approaches to 

shape a curriculum that meets the requirements of the statutory curriculum, raises standards and 

engages and enthuses children. Creativity can be defined as purposeful, imaginative activity with value 

(Sir Ken Robinson). As such, we propose a definition of our curriculum as one that has clear educational 

purpose, is delivered imaginatively to engage and enthuse children and has measurable educational 

value. 

Curriculum Intent 

At Woodlands, we believe it is the needs of children that should determine the emphasis of what is 

taught, rather than subjects driving the curriculum. It’s important that children learn what’s in the 

statutory curriculum; but it is understood that children need much more than this. Our curriculum was 

purposely designed to ensure progression of skills and knowledge within all subjects and is based on 

summaries of educational evidence and research outlined within the EEF (Educational Endowment 

Fund) to effectively enhance attainment for all pupils. Having established ‘Curriculum Drivers’, (the 

factors and values that will shape the statutory curriculum, based on the needs of the children, the 

community, school values and the school location), we can ensure that we are able to balance 

children’s needs with the statutory curriculum, ensuring the content meets the needs of children, 

fulfils statutory requirements and provides pupils with the ‘knowledge and cultural capital’ to 

succeed in life.  

The following four drivers, which were agreed following staff and school community consultation, 

reflect why the curriculum is developing as it is, in addition to how it is. These drivers help us to shape 

our curriculum and therefore the opportunities we offer the children. They enable staff to prioritise 

curriculum content, without dismissing any parts of the statutory curriculum.  

 Possibilities  

 Enquiry/Knowledge of the World  

 Community/Diversity   

 Enterprise 

Wherever possible, throughout the curriculum, links are made to these developmental aspects giving 

our curriculum focus and context. This methodology is from 'Chris Quigley'. Please read below for 

more information on each driver. (Appendix 1) 

Implementation 

We plan to ensure the curriculum delivered engages and inspires our children. We aim to foster in our 

classrooms, a climate where children are seen as active in their learning, engaging with materials and 

lines of enquiry that enable them to build their knowledge, skills and understanding through subjects 

that will capture their interests and stimulate their imagination. At Woodlands, we see learning as a 

way of exploring and thinking about the World. Teachers aim to create rich contexts of discovery so 

that pupils can enhance their learning; about themselves and the wider world, through investigation 

and enquiry. We believe this makes learning meaningful and lasting, as new learning progressively 

builds on prior knowledge and skills through the learning sequence. It is important that we value the 
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ideas of others, to listen to all points of view so that we can understand the needs and viewpoints of 

others around us in our school and in our wider community.  

We believe that learning experiences need to be real, it is then more likely that children will engage. 

Themes should not be abstract or too far removed from children’s experiences. By planning a 

‘skeleton’ theme based on our long term curriculum map, we ensure educational purpose, but also 

aim to ensure content is steered in conjunction with the children. We aim to provoke children into 

taking an interest in both what is planned for them, and related things that they may find interesting 

along the way. 

It is understood that if we are to provoke lines of enquiry, then children need space and time to follow 

them. We therefore aim to allow time for children to explore lines of enquiry, secure commitment 

through an exciting ‘hook’ and then draw together knowledge, skills and understanding as the learning 

within this theme concludes. 

All staff work closely with the Inclusion Team (SLT, SENCOs, Inclusion Manager, Learning Mentor and 

ELSA) to identify and implement strategies and targeted interventions that support our most 

vulnerable pupils. For some pupils, this involves enabling them to work separately from their main 

class group in smaller nurture groups during the morning / afternoon sessions. Within these groups, 

these children access a tailored curriculum, incorporating a specific pedagogical approach, in order to 

enhance their academic learning alongside their social, emotional and mental health and wellbeing. 

During the afternoon, these children join their peers in their class groups, to enable them to maintain 

positive social relationships with their class mates and access a greater range of foundation subjects, 

through a cross curricular, enquiry based approach.  

We also provide a nurture group for children that have experienced chronic early childhood trauma 

and as a result, have attachment issues. We know research suggests these experiences have a lasting 

impact and can be at the centre of many psychological, emotional, sensory and neurological problems. 

Our nurture groups are in-school, teacher-led social and emotional interventions focused on 

supporting the social, emotional and behavioural difficulties (SEBD) of our identified children. These 

sessions are usually based in the outdoor spaces in school. They are founded on evidence-based 

practices (Bowlby 1969, Perry 2002, Binnie and Allen 2008) and offer a short-term, inclusive, targeted 

intervention that works in the long term.  

Impact 

Our curriculum is based on the statutory framework, Early Years and the Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

(March 2012) and the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 and 2 (Curriculum 2014). These frameworks 

set out the breadth and depth of study and the skills and attributes for learning that children need to 

acquire and experience.  

The EYFS statutory framework, sets outs the principles behind the outstanding practice which is found 

in our early years setting at Woodlands Primary and Nursery School. These values are also values we 

share with colleagues in other countries and as a school; we aim to bring inspiration from the ‘Enquiry 

Based Learning Approach’ to our curriculum and everyday practice. Our approach centres on the belief 

that children learn better when their interests and fascinations are allowed to flourish, where they are 

encouraged to explore subjects in a variety of ways and are viewed in terms of their strengths, not 

their weaknesses. The very nature of our early year’s curriculum is about developing skills and 

knowledge through exploration, collaboration and investigation. Through this curriculum experience 

children develop the attributes of learning that will set the foundations for their future development. 

The enquiry based learning approach to teaching young children puts the natural development of 

children as well as the close relationships that they share with their environment and their peers at 

the centre of its philosophy. 
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The transition into the National Curriculum (NC) in year one starts with a phased entry to a more 

formal approach and strives to build on and maintain the best practices of early year’s provision. The 

children experience a more continuous transition into KS1 because they are familiar with the style of 

provision and learning. During the first term this gradually morphs into more formal learning 

opportunities. The National Curriculum (2014) emphasises that all pupils should secure their 

knowledge and understanding of the year group they are in. This means that pupils are expected to 

use and apply their knowledge and skills in a range of independent learning opportunities. In line with 

the whole school philosophy, we use the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum resources, utilizing a 

range of creative themes that support a cross curricular approach and ensure progression. The 

documents used by staff, enable educators to track pupil understanding of knowledge and the 

progression of skills, allowing for repetition and rehearsal of concepts year upon year, ensuring 

learning is meaningful and long-lasting.  

Our pupils are involved in making more effective use of creative approaches to learning, adopting a 
more cross curricular approach in a seamless way, that is integral to everyday teaching, ensuring they 
have opportunity to develop knowledge, skills and understanding for both core and foundation 
subjects and express these in a range of different ways and media. It is our aim that teachers feel 
confident in encouraging pupils to make connections across traditional boundaries, link conceptual 
learning, speculate constructively, maintain an open mind whilst exploring a wide range of options, 
and reflect critically on ideas and outcomes. Therefore improving pupils’ ability to work collaboratively 
to solve problems and ensure the best possible outcomes for all. 
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Woodlands Primary and Nursery School - Curriculum Drivers 

Possibilities  

 inspire - why stop dreaming when you wake up? 

 inspiring children to broaden their horizons through exposure to a wide range of life possibilities; 

 encouraging enterprise; 

 teaching financial awareness and responsibility; 

 looking at different opportunities and career prospects and meeting people who do different jobs; 

 investigating global and social mobility; 

 being inspired to travel. 
 

Enquiry/Knowledge of the World  

 coverage of the National and the School Curriculum; 

 participation in our Local Community; 

 promoting cultural awareness and celebrating diversity; 

 relating learning to real life contexts; 

 investigating the impact of important individuals in our world; 

 discovering how and why things work; 

 environmental awareness; 

 using technology and connectivity 
 

Community/Diversity  

 inclusion 

 tolerance 

 celebrating difference 

 development of emotional literacy 

 ability to empathise, experience positive relationships and develop a sense of justice 

 belief that a community, including a school community can enhance and change lives 
 

Enterprise 

 a learning ethos for our pupils that will establish life-long learning skills and behaviours. 

 it is our aim that children will take on challenges and learning experiences for their inherent intrinsic value.  

 self-motivation and self-management.  

 Children enjoy learning and take pride in their efforts.  

 From the earliest age our school encourages a culture of independent thinking and learning skills which are praised and valued.  
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Addendum in response to COVID-19 
June 2020 
 
Woodlands Recovery Curriculum 
 
Recovery is about rethinking our values, not just rewriting our lesson plans - Mary Myatt, 2020 
 
It is widely acknowledged, that educational settings cannot just ‘pick up exactly where they left off’ following school closures to the majority of pupils, as a 
result of COVID-19. It is understood, most adults and children will have experienced a variety of emotions in terms of the lockdown – and for some, the 
significant loss associated with this, has been devastating. Those five losses, of routine, structure, friendship, opportunity and freedom, may have triggered 
emotional anxiety, trauma and bereavement for any of our children. The overall impact cannot be underestimated; it will cause a rapid erosion of the 
mental health state in our children. So, before we can hope to get back to the business of teaching and learning, we must consider the gradual 
implementation of any form of curriculum to recover from loss. All of our learners will need a holistic recovery, some may need a focused recovery 
intervention programme, personalised to their needs; others may need a deeper and longer lasting recovery period, enabling a fuller exploration of the 
severity of their trauma. (Barry Carpenter, CBE, Professor of Mental Health in Education, Oxford Brookes University, UK, 2020) 
 
Obviously as school leaders, there is a concern relating to the academic losses and how this may affect future outcomes. However, now is the time to return 
to approaches concerned with the fundamental wellbeing, and secure positive development of the child. Without this, there will be no results that have 
true meaning and deep personal value to the child in terms of their preparation for adulthood. As Carpenter suggests, our Recovery Curriculum will be 
based on the five levers; using these as a systematic, relationships-based approach to recovery for each child. Many children will return to school 
disengaged. Our quest, our mission as educators, will be to journey with that child through a process of re-engagement, which leads them back to their 
rightful status as a fully engaged, authentic learner. 
 
Lever 1: Relationships – we can’t expect all of our children to return joyfully, and many of the relationships that were thriving, may need to be invested in 
and restored. We need to plan for this to happen, not assume that it will. Reach out to greet them, use the relationships we build to cushion the discomfort 
of returning. 
Lever 2: Community – we must recognise that curriculum will have been based in the community for a long period of time. We need to listen to what has 
happened in this time, understand the needs of our community and engage them in the transitioning of learning back into school. 
Lever 3: Transparent curriculum – all of our students will feel like they have lost time in learning and we must show them how we are addressing these 
gaps, consulting and co-constructing with our students to heal this sense of loss. 
Lever 4: Metacognition – in different environments, students will have been learning in different ways. It is vital that we make the skills for learning in a 
school environment explicit to our students to reskill and rebuild their confidence as learners. 
Lever 5: Space, to rediscover self, and to find their voice on learning in this issue. It is only natural that we all work at an incredible pace to make sure this 
group of learners are not disadvantaged against their peers, providing opportunity and exploration alongside the intensity of our expectations. 
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We will ensure all of our staff: 

 understand what the recovery curriculum is and the benefits of successful implementation 

 recognise the impact of losing social interaction and daily structure on children’s mental health and their holistic development 

 can identify the 5 Levers of the Recovery Curriculum and adopt a more systematic, relationship-based approach, as part of the everyday curriculum 
to re-establishing children’s learning 

 understanding how to build a framework that is more personalised and considers the needs of children, their wellbeing and which promotes 
positive development 

 use our school aims and values to guide their judgements and apply their own expertise to help children recover any sense of loss 


