
Project Learning at Home 

 

Whilst your child is working from home, we would really like their learning to reflect the type 

of learning that would be offered at school. As you know, we share lots of the same principals 

for learning as Reggio Emilia. To best support your child in their project learning, we thought 

it would be best to recap these principals with you. 

 

Principles of Reggio Emilia 

This approach works on a few guiding principles, and parents who are seeking to implement a 

Reggio inspired homeschool can use these as a guideline for their classroom. 

-Children should have some control over their own learning. They should be allowed to develop 

and follow their own interests. 

-Learning is best acquired through a multi-sensory approach. Touching, listening, seeing, 

hearing and moving allow children to thoroughly understand. 

-Teachers/parents are mentors and guides, but not the keepers of all knowledge. They should 

work alongside children to ensure true understanding, but keep in mind that the learning 

process should be primarily child led. 

-The environment is seen as a “third teacher”. Materials are carefully selected. Rooms are 

free of clutter. Natural light, order and beauty are hallmarks of a Reggio classroom. 

-Project based learning is encouraged. Instead of isolating subject areas, children are 

encouraged to truly research their interests from many angles. Whatever they choose to learn 

about can be read about, written about, painted, built, etc. 

-Documentation is paramount. One highlight of the Reggio approach is the importance it 

places on documentation. Examples of student work are highly visible. Teachers record 

students’ thoughts and conversations and then showcase them to make their thinking visible. 

-Communication is imperative. In the Reggio approach, children are talked with, listened to 

and respected. They are encouraged to use language to explore, and in the early years, 

sounds, rhyme and rhythm are toyed with. Later, rich conversations drive much of a child’s 

learning. 

-The Hundred Languages of Children: One of the most important ideals driving the Reggio 

Emilia philosophy is referred to as the Hundred Languages of Children. This means that 

children have many different ways to express their thoughts and learning. Hands-on learning 

and play are ways that children can demonstrate their learning, along with song, dance, 



drawing, writing, painting, physical activity, pretend play and storytelling, just to name a 

few. Each of these activities are seen as valid methods of learning about the world and work 

together to compose an entire child. 

   

Creating Reggio at home involves seeing children as capable. They should have responsibilities 

in the home, and should take accountability for some of their own self-care. They may help 

with daily living activities like setting the table, preparing meals, care of pets, and gardening. 

These activities will teach them daily living skills, make them feel like valued members of the 

home community and allow them to discover things about how the world around them works. 

  

Inquiry Based Learning 

One of the best ways to determine ideas for study is by listening to the questions your children 

ask, or observing them while they are playing. Perhaps they said “It is so cool that water 

turns into the shape of my bucket when I pour it.”, or “why don’t you ever see owls in the 

daytime?”. These simple conversations can lead to some of the best lessons you can do with 

your child. Stock your work area up with books about matter or nocturnal animals. Follow 

your child’s lead. 

Once you have stumbled upon a topic that seems to grab your child’s attention, look for ways 

for them to explore it. Provide them with materials that can deepen their understanding and 

allow them to express themselves in one of the one hundred ways! 

 


