
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Subtraction Policy 

EYFS 

 Count the remaining amount in order to solve a subtraction equation.  

 Know that the number gets smaller because objects have been removed from 

the set (unless you subtract zero).  

 Know that the order of a subtraction equation cannot be changed.  

 Practical models of subtraction. 

 

 

 

 

 Utilise number tracks to count backwards e.g in the context of playing a 

game.  

 Know that subtraction is the reverse (undoing) of addition e.g a function 

machine.  

 Address difference using towers of cubes to model that it’s the gap between 

the heights of the towers and beadstrings.  

      

 

 Link to the bar model to identify equality including ‘the missing part’. Can 

use counting objects as opposed to numbers.  

 

 

 



 Use the whole part diagram to show the relationship between numbers.  

 

 

 

 

 

  Use jumps along a number line to show difference where numbers are close 

together. 

 

Y1 

NC 2014 Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition 

(+), subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs. 

 Reinforce that the order of a subtraction equation cannot be changed.  

 Ensure understanding that the concept of subtracting 0 leaves the number 

unchanged.  

 Practical demonstrations of take away – subtraction stories.  

 

 Use models and constructs that you can physically take away from e.g 

cubes, ten frames etc.  

 

 Continue to use the bar model to show equality.  

Concrete Abstract 



 Continue to expose relationships between numbers using the whole part 

diagram.  

 Find the mathematical difference where numbers are close together.  

 

 Find the mathematical difference using diennes initially and then the bar 

model (emphasize a missing number).   

     ---       

 Focus on decision making. 

17 - _____ = 12 

Sam works out: 17 – 5 = 12. 

How could he have done this? 

Known 

facts: 

Represent & use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 

Add and subtract 1 digit and 2 digit numbers to 20, including zero 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- 1 less 

- Count back 

- Subtract 10 

- Teens subtract 10 

- Number bonds: subtraction 5 and 6 

- Number bonds: subtraction 7 and 8 

- Number bonds: subtraction 9 and 10 

- Difference between 

Y2 

NC 2014 Recording subtraction in columns supports place value and prepares 

for formal written methods with larger numbers. 

 Chn to mentally subtract pairs of multiples of 10 using known facts 

60 – 20 = 40 because 6 – 2 = 4 

 Chn to understand they can rearrange the value of a number. E.g 74 – 47 is 

the same as 74 – 47 = 

                



                60  14 

So 60 – 40 = 20 

14 – 7 = 7 

20 + 7 = 27 

 Sticks & circles  

 

 Greater depth chn should be partitioning without drawing sticks & circles 

 Chn to understand that they can partition only the second number when 

subtracting. E.g 74 – 47 = 

                         

                           40  4  3 

 Use a number line to count up appropriate size steps in order to find the 

difference. 

 

 Subtract mentally pairs of multiples of 10 and 100, using known facts: 



60 – 20 = 40 because 6 – 2 = 4 

700 – 300 = 400 because 7 – 3 = 4 

 Focus on decision making. 

75 – 29 = 

76 – 30 = 

 Continue to use the whole part diagram to expose the relationships between 

numbers. Also highlight that:  

When the first number is missing, use the inverse. 

 E.g ____ - 31 = 52     52 + 31 = 83 

When the second number is missing, you have to do the reordered subtraction.  

          E.g 83 – ____ = 52     83 – 52 = 31.  

 Word problems involving the bar model as a visual model.  

Known 

facts: 

Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently and 

derive and use related facts up to 100. 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- 10 less 

- Subtract 1 digit to 2 digit by 

bridging 

- Partition second number and 

count back in tens then ones 

- Subtract 10 and multiples of 10 

- Subtract near multiples of 10 

- Add near multiples of 10 

- Number bonds: subtraction 20, 12 & 13 

- Number bonds: subtraction 14 & 15 

- Number bonds: subtraction 16 & 17 

- Number bonds: subtraction 18 & 19 

- Difference between 

Y3 

NC 2014 Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written 

methods of columnar addition and subtraction. Least significant digit 

is always dealt with first to establish if the exchange is needed. 

 Continue as above with three digit numbers (HTU) including finding the 

difference and missing numbers.  

 Chn to mentally subtract pairs of multiples of 100 using known facts 

600 – 200 = 400 because 6 – 2 = 4 



 Introduce expanded decomposition as a standard method for subtraction 

using diennes or place value counters to show how a number is built 

emphasizing rearranging where necessary.  

        

  

 Chn to use expanded decomposition with numerals – exchanging and not.  

 

  

Known 

facts: 

Derive and use addition and subtraction facts to 100, e.g. 33+ 67 

=100. 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- Subtract single digit 

bridging through boundaries 

- Partition second number to 

subtract 

- Difference between 

- Partition and recombine 

- Subtract multiplies of 10/100 

- Pairs of 100 (complements of 100) 

- Subtract near multiplies of 10 and 

100 by rounding and adjusting 

 

Y4 



NC 2014 Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal 

written method of columnar addition and subtraction where 

appropriate.  Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 

contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

 Chn to mentally subtract pairs of multiples of 1000 using known facts 

6000 – 2000= 4000 because 6 – 2 = 4 

 

 Chn to use the remodelling/readjusting strategy (keeping the difference the 

same) 

          3548  -  1998  3550 – 2000 = 1550 
 

 Chn to use subtraction to find the difference 
          13.6 – 2.8 = 10.8 

           
 

 Chn to use columnar subtraction (exchanging and not) inc use of decimals 
in contexts e.g money & measurement – see models A, B and C. 

          2344 -187 

         
 
         6467 – 2684 

                                         

 Chn to apply the above knowledge in a range of problems including use of 

the bar model 

         2456- 734 = 1822  
 

Known 

facts: 

Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal 

written method of columnar addition and subtraction where 

appropriate.  Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 

contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- Fluency of 2 digit – 2 digit 

- Partition second number to 

subtract 

- Difference between 

- Subtract multiples of 10, 100 

and 1000 

- Decimal subtraction from 10 or 

1 

 



- Subtract near multiples by 

rounding and adjusting 

Y5 

NC 2014 Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including 

using formal written methods (columnar addition and subtraction).   

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts,  

deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

 Continue as above with numbers comprising of more than 4 digits. 

 Chn to answer calculations including missing boxes (‘empty columns’) and 

prove as to how they know what the number should be. 

         128.7 -  3.014 
 

                    
 
 

     57329 – 17234 = 
 

 5 7 23 12 9 

- 1 7  3  

 4 0 0 9 5 
 
 

 Chn to apply the above knowledge in a range of problems including use of 

the bar model & multi-step problems. 

Kangchenjunga is the third highest mountain in the world at 28,169 feet above sea level. Lhotse is 

the fourth highest at 27,960 feet above sea level. Find the difference in heights mentally. 

Known 

facts: 

Derive and use addition and subtraction facts to 10 and 1, e.g. 3.3+ 

6.7 =10 leads to 10 – 3.3 = 6.7 and 0.33 + 0.67 = 1 so 1 – 0.67 = 0.33 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- Fluency of 2 digit – 2 digit 

including with decimals 

- Partition second number to 

subtract 

- Adjust numbers to subtract 

- Subtract multiples of 10, 100, 

1000 and tenths 

- Use number facts, bridging and 

place value 

- Difference between 

Y6 



NC 2014 Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. 

 Continue as above. 

 Chn to apply the above knowledge in a range of problems such as: 

Katie was given the calculation below 47326 – 1900 = She said “I will just take off 2000 then 

subtract another 100 so my answer is 45126.” Is she correct? Would you use her method? Explain 

your answer 

Known 

facts: 

All the KS2 required facts 

Essential 

knowledge: 

- Fluency of 2 digit – 2 digit 

including with decimals 

- Partition second number to 

subtract 

- Adjust numbers to subtract 

- Subtract multiples of 10, 100, 

1000, tenths and hundredths 

- Use number facts, bridging and 

place value 

- Difference between 

 

A 

 

 

 

 



B 

 

 

C 

 

 


